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Jennifer Brophy-Price

From: Goo.Robert@epamail.epa.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 06, 2010 4:01 PM
To: Jennifer Brophy-Price
Cc: Code.Tanya@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: Fw: Section 438 Technical Guidance Question

Ms Price,

Retention as per the Section 438 guidance means that the water will be evapotranspired, 
infiltrated or used onsite and not temporarily detained and discharged slowly over some 
predetermined period.

Pre-development hydrology should be considered the hydrology of the site using the 
historic land cover typology of the site as a reference condition, .e.g., mature deciduous
hardwood forest or meadow,  If more specificity is desired, soils, geology, slope, etc. 
can be factored in.
Pre-development hydrology is not the existing conditions on the site directly before the 
development or redevelopment activity takes place.

Robert  Goo
202-566-1201

Can you have someone respond to this person? Thanks!

Peter S. Silva
Assistant Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Water
Telephone:  (202) 564-5700
FAX:  (202) 564-0488

Mailing Address:  1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Mail Code 4101M, Washington, DC  20460-0001

Physical/FedEx/Courier Address: 1201 Constitution Ave., NW, Rm. 3219 EPA East Building, 
Washington, DC  20004-3302
----- Forwarded by Lori Keyton/DC/USEPA/US on 04/05/2010 02:01 PM -----
                                                                                          
  From:       "Jennifer Brophy-Price" <jbrophy-price@wetlandstudies.com>                  
                                                                                          
  To:         Peter Silva/DC/USEPA/US@EPA                                                 
                                                                                          
  Date:       04/05/2010 01:42 PM                                                         
                                                                                          
  Subject:    Section 438 Technical Guidance Question                                     
                                                                                          

Good afternoon Mr. Silva,

I'm hoping that you can point me in the right direction.  I've been reading through the 
"Technical Guidance on Implementing the Stormwater Runoff Requirements for Federal 
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Projects under Section 438 of the Energy Independence and Security Act" for which you 
wrote the forward, and I'm trying to define the term "retain."  In this document, does 
retention indicate that the water is captured and released from the site at a low rate (as
is the typical definition), or does it indicate that the water must infiltrate, 
evapotranspirate, or be reused (i.e., no water leaves the site)?  It seems to be the 
latter, but I wasn't able to find a definition.

Also, when referring to "pre-development hydrology," does the document refer to the 
hydrology of the site before any building (including
historic) has taken place?  For instance, in the case of a redevelopment project, would 
the predevelopment hydrology be the hydrology of the existing site or of the historic 
forest/meadow?  Again, it seems to be the latter, but I couldn't find a specific 
definition.

If you could forward this inquiry to the appropriate parties, I would be grateful.

Thank you,

Jennifer Brophy-Price, P.E., LEED AP

Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.
5300 Wellington Branch Drive
Suite 100
Gainesville, Virginia 20155
Phone: 703-679-5654
Fax: 703-679-5601
E-mail: jbrophy-price@wetlandstudies.com
Internet: www.wetlandstudies.com


